
 

Winter Monochrome Masterclass 
Olivier Du Tré and Royce Howland with Costas Costoulas 

 

January 2015 
 

Event Itinerary 

 

 



Highlights 

 Dates: January 15 – 19, 2015 
 4 nights based at Aurum Lodge, an award-winning eco-tourism lodge in the front 

range territory of David Thompson Country. 
 All food, lodgings, transportation on-site included. 
 6 participants maximum + 3 awesome instructors.  
 3 main seminar sessions (~2 hours each), held each morning of the full days: 

o Seeing the Light and Composition 
o Developing Tone for Great Prints 
o Proofing, Printing and Presentation 

 1 main portfolio review sessions, reviewing photographs made during the event. 
 3 hands-on development lab sessions, held each afternoon of the full days. 
 3 hands-on printing sessions, held the evenings of the full days. Epson printers 

will be available, including Epson K3 inks and Cone K7 Carbon inks; with an 
array of papers to use. 

 A full cycle of “shoot, seminar, develop, shoot, print” on each of the 3 full days. 
 

Getting Started 

 Plan to arrive at Aurum Lodge by around 3:00 PM of the first day, Thursday, 
January 15. 

 The group will meet in the lodge’s main floor sitting room, at 5:00 PM. We’ll do 
introductions and informal discussion, followed by supper. 

 We will have an intensive schedule: 3 full days (book-ended by 2 partial days) of 
photography seminars, field work, development labs and printing sessions. So the 
first night, after supper we’ll ease into things with an overview and discussion of 
creative goals. 

 

Contact Information 

 We will be mostly out of cell phone coverage during the event. There is a land 
line at Aurum Lodge, so if you need to stay in contact for some reason, let Alan 
Ernst know. If you need to give the lodge phone number to anyone, it is 1-403-
721-2117. 

 There is wifi in the main lodge, so you can pick up emails. But it is not high 
performance so please minimize use of bandwidth. Also, it may be shut down at 
night. 



What to Bring 

 A small portfolio of prints, sized somewhere between 8x10 and 16x20. Bring 5 
prints that you believe represent your strong work. Also bring 3 prints that 
illustrate areas in which you’re trying to improve. 

 Cold weather gear: hat, scarf, gloves, wool socks, winter boots, layers that are 
warm, wind-proof and water-resistant. Temperatures may range down to -30C and 
it could be windy. Though this is not a photo tour with heavy time in the field, we 
do have scheduled shoots each day; we will go out to photograph in any & all 
conditions where it is actually safe to do so. 

 Any medication you require; there is no drug store anywhere close. 
 Any personal things like special foods or snacks that you prefer or need for 

dietary reasons; there is no shopping close by. 
 Camera, lenses, batteries, battery chargers and flash cards. The lenses to bring are 

to your taste & style, based on how you see & frame subjects. If in doubt, bring 
something wide for context photos and something long for detail photos. Note that 
batteries may not last long in the cold, so be sure to bring plenty of extras, and 
plan to keep them charged up each night. 

 Small flashlight or headlamp; sometimes we’ll be out in darker conditions. 
 Small tarp or foam pad to kneel/sit on, if you need it. 
 Laptop with your favourite software for the hands-on lab work. 
 We will provide 8.5x11 note paper and pens for everyone, but if you want to take 

notes in the field you may wish to bring a small pocket pad and a pencil/pen. 
 Your thinking cap! This is not just a “tips and tricks” or “push these preset buttons” 

workshop. We plan to spend time talking and working on “how”, but also a lot on 
“what” and “why”. In addition to mechanics, we’ll cover a lot of creativity and 
some philosophy behind B&W and printing. The more you’re prepared to get out 
of this event, the more you will get out of it. 

 

Other Notes 

 This is a photography, learning and printing event. It is not a hiking or driving 
event. While providing a variety of locations to photograph, plus a strong dose of 
hands-on lab time, we’re consciously attempting to minimize the time spent 
driving or walking around, and maximize the time spent shooting or getting 
instruction in B&W development and printing. 

 Some daily itinerary changes may be made prior to or during the event, to make 
better use of the schedule or the weather & local conditions. 

 The pace will be intensive. We’ll do our best to provide a bit of break time in the 
schedule each day, along with time for meals. And fortunately the winter days are 
short, so the light will not tempt us for 18+ hours a day. Nevertheless we will be 
maintaining a very active pace.  



Day 1: Thursday, January 15 

3:00 – 4:00 PM Check-in at Aurum Lodge 
5:00 – 5:30 PM Meet in the lodge main floor sitting room; introductions & admin 
5:30 – 7:00 PM Supper at the lodge 
7:00 – 9:00 PM Evening discussion: 

 Safety orientation 
 Talk about creative goals and expectations for this event 
 Review print portfolios 

 

Day 2: Friday, January 16 

7:00 – 7:30 AM Breakfast at the lodge 
7:45 – 9:45 AM Sunrise (8:47 AM) and morning shoot; free shoot, no assignments 

this time 
10:00 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Seminar (lead by Olivier): Seeing the Light and Composition 

12:15 – 1:15 PM Lunch at the lodge 
1:30 – 3:30 PM Hands-on B&W work lab 
3:45 – 5:45 PM Evening / sunset (5:04 PM) shoot; with assignments 
6:00 – 7:00 PM Supper at the lodge 
7:15 – 10:00 PM Hands-on printing session, focus on K3 inks on lustre media; with 

mini work reviews 
 

Day 3: Saturday, January 17 

7:00 – 7:30 AM Breakfast at the lodge 
7:45 – 9:45 AM Sunrise (8:46 AM) and morning shoot; with assignments 
10:00 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Seminar (lead by Royce): Developing Tone for Great Prints 

12:15 – 1:15 PM Lunch at the lodge 
1:30 – 3:30 PM Hands-on B&W work lab 
3:45 – 5:45 PM Evening / sunset (5:05 PM) shoot; with assignments 
6:00 – 7:00 PM Supper at the lodge 
7:15 – 10:00 PM Hands-on printing session, focus on K3 inks with fine art glossy & 

matte media; with mini work reviews 
 



Day 4: Sunday, January 18 

7:00 – 7:30 AM Breakfast at the lodge 
7:45 – 9:45 AM Sunrise (8:45 AM) and morning shoot; with assignments 
10:00 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Seminar (lead by Costas): Proofing, Printing and Presentation 

12:15 – 1:15 PM Lunch at the lodge 
1:30 – 3:30 PM Hands-on B&W work lab 
3:45 – 5:45 PM Evening / sunset (5:07 PM) shoot; with assignments 
6:00 – 7:00 PM Supper at the lodge 
7:15 – 10:00 PM Hands-on printing session, focus on K3 & K7 inks with a full variety 

of media; with mini work reviews 
 

Day 5: Monday, January 19 

7:00 – 7:30 AM Breakfast at the lodge 
7:45 – 9:45 AM Sunrise (8:45 AM) and morning shoot; with assignments 
10:00 AM – 
12:00 PM 

Portfolio review: the work you created during the event, and where 
to go from here 

12:15 – 1:15 PM Lunch at the lodge 
1:30 PM Pack, check out and depart 
 


